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Abstract – An examination of the study of the depiction of development in documentary films explores the depiction of economic, social 
and environmental aspects through visual and symbolic narratives. Documentaries play an important role in shaping public perception 
of development by critically analyzing development processes and outcomes. Utilizing a qualitative approach with content analysis as 
the main method, the review analyzes various documentary films that focus on development themes. Research findings show that 
economic development is generally illustrated through infrastructure and technology, while social elements highlight education, health, 
and environmental issues related to sustainability and ecological impact. 
Research findings reveal that representations of development in documentary films often present complex realities, highlighting the 
challenges and opportunities facing society. Narratives in documentary films often convey critical messages regarding development 
policies, encouraging viewers to reflect on and challenge existing development paradigms. The use of visualization and symbolism in 
documentaries is essential in depicting actual conditions on the ground, offering a comprehensive view of the effects of developments. 
The conclusion of this research confirms that documentary films not only act as a source of information but also function as a powerful 
advocacy tool that influences public perception and policy. Recommendations are made to documentary producers to focus more on the 
intricacies and variations in representing development, and to researchers to undertake broader examination of the role of the media in 
development. As a result, it is anticipated that the depiction of developments in documentary films may become more comprehensive 
and all-encompassing, reflecting reality more accurately and fairly. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Studying the depiction of development in documentary films is very important because of its influence on audiences and its 
potential to instigate social transformation (Guo & Fu, 2023). The anthropological realm has embraced new approaches, such as 
animated and interactive documentaries, to explore contemporary ethnographic representations (Guo & Fu, 2023). Documentary 
films have the ability to evoke emotions and influence the viewer's perspective, underscoring the need to understand their 
influence and effect on viewers (Kusuma & Patidar, 2022). Serving as a means to highlight pressing matters in developing 
countries, documentaries provoke awareness and rally support for social causes, underscoring the importance of examining how 
these films shape discussions and viewpoints on development (Harman, 2022). Through examining depictions of development in 
documentary films, valuable insights can be gained into how these visual narratives shape individual attitudes, policies and 
initiatives regarding development challenges (Ghosh, 2019). 

Media, especially documentaries, play an important role in shaping public perceptions of developments through narrative 
framing and influence on attitudes (Kim, 2023). Research emphasizes that the media often concentrates on familiar stories related 
to aid and geopolitical agendas, depicting development aid as a materialistic form of aid justified as a means of “doing good,” 
while neglecting to examine and question dysfunctional aid systems (Kim, 2023) . Television, as a powerful medium, constructs 
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narratives and visuals that influence how development is perceived, often leading to polarization between supporters and critics of 
development initiatives (Patnaik, 2019). Additionally, media framing in news reports and NGO advertising significantly 
influences public perceptions of global poverty, underscoring themes of victimization and lack of progress in poverty alleviation 
efforts (Vossen & Schulpen, 2019). As a result, documentaries and media depictions exert a major influence on how society views 
development efforts and global poverty, underscoring the need for critical examination and diverse viewpoints to form a more 
informed public opinion. 

Documentaries often illuminate various aspects of development, focusing on topics such as agriculture, maintenance health, 
gender issues, environment, and population dynamics (Lewis et al., 2013). In addition, a number of documentaries investigate 
matters relating to peace and conflict, human rights, indigenous peoples, and their traditional territories, offering a different 
viewpoint on development compared to their local and international counterparts (Lewis et al., 2013). These cinematic works 
serve as reservoirs of authoritative information, providing a deeper understanding of complex processes while also simplifying 
them at times, reflecting existing assumptions that shape interventions in developmental challenges (Mukherjee, 2012). 
Additionally, translocal documentaries establish links between local resistance to exploitative development schemes, explaining 
displacement and forced migration of indigenous populations resulting from external development interventions, encouraging 
coalitions that challenge prevailing development narratives (Mukherjee, 2012). 

Narrative and visuals in documentary films are very important in influencing people's understanding of development 
processes and results (Long, 2022). TV documentaries, known for their authenticity and focus on real-life scenarios, provide 
objective depictions of social life and actual events, enriching the content and expression of documentary films(Bradbury & 
Guadagno, 2020). In addition, the use of documentary narrative visualization, which is inspired by documentary film features, 
presents a distinctive data visualization method, thereby improving the communication of complex information (Simon et al., 
2022). Counter-narratives in development discourse amplify the voices of marginalized groups, offering alternative viewpoints 
that challenge prevailing narratives and contribute to a more holistic understanding of development processes and outcomes 
(Francescutti, 2019). Additionally, analysis of narratives and visuals in development campaigns underscores the importance of 
examining the representation and generation of knowledge in such efforts, highlighting the influence of these depictions on 
development policy and practice (Francescutti, 2019). In essence, documentary films function as powerful instruments for 
depicting socio-cultural experiences and shaping collective consciousness, emphasizing the importance of narrative and visual 
components in shaping perceptions of development processes and outcomes. 

Documentary films play an important role in either supporting or evaluating current development policies through the 
presentation of visually and aurally connected socio-political matters, often ignored by mainstream media, to garner public and 
government attention and inspire societal transformation(Irawanto & Octastefani , 2019). These cinematic productions function as 
instigators of public engagement and discourse, encouraging policymakers to engage in conversation and potentially impact the 
policymaking process (Irawanto & Octastefani, 2019). Additionally, documentary makers use engaging and thought-provoking 
narratives to not only raise awareness but also direct more resources to pressing issues such as population dynamics, poverty 
alleviation, public health, gender equality, and social activism, consequently influencing the distribution of resources power and 
policy emphasis (Ghosh, 2019). With their capacity to highlight complex subjects and exchange points of view, documentaries 
play a role in shaping public sentiment and understanding, making them powerful instruments for supporting and criticizing 
current development policies (Ghosh, 2019). 

The depiction of developments in documentary films is an important factor in shaping public policy and implementing 
development initiatives (Ghosh, 2019). Documentaries serve as powerful instruments that shape public perspectives and 
understanding of various development issues, which ultimately impact policy choices and program implementation (Patnaik, 
2019). By using well-crafted narratives and visual storytelling, documentaries can highlight certain aspects of development 
projects while obscuring others, thereby influencing the knowledge produced from the global South and influencing development 
policies and methodologies (Ghosh, 2019). Additionally, mainstream films documenting developmental issues also play a role in 
this narrative by depicting developing countries through a prejudiced perspective, perpetuating stereotypes and dominant ideas 
that can influence public opinion and policy trajectories (Patnaik, 2019). Therefore, there is a critical need to examine 
representations of development in the media to ensure alignment with the goal of encouraging well-informed decision-making and 
efficient implementation of development efforts. 

These documentaries fulfill an important role in explaining the ins and outs of development, covering obstacles and side 
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effects (Haines, 2019). Phil m documentary rooted in Mindanao, as revealed in Phenomenological research, addresses 
development themes such as agriculture, health care, and the environment, positioning it uniquely amidst issues of peace, conflict, 
human rights, and indigenous peoples( Haines, 2019). Additionally, interactive online documentaries have been shown to increase 
viewer engagement regarding global progress and social transformation by encouraging active, emotional, and analytical 
engagement, despite challenges such as limited audience reach and interest (Haines, 2019). The importance of understanding the 
complexities and paradoxes of social and economic actualities is underscored in evaluations of development initiatives such as the 
National Industrial Participation Program, explaining the hurdles faced by government agencies, industry professionals, and 
academics in describing their effects (Haines, 2019). 

Documentaries made by independent filmmakers and those produced by government agencies or international organizations 
show important differences in their depiction of development (Loh & Ali, 2022). Independent filmmakers face various obstacles, 
including limited distribution channels, financial constraints, and legal constraints, which can impact the breadth and 
dissemination of their documentaries (Katyaini et al., 2021). These independent filmmakers often concentrate on social, 
economic, and political issues, with the aim of presenting alternative points of view and fostering analytical thinking (Ghosh, 
2019). Instead, government agencies and international organizations use documentaries as a mechanism to encourage 
development initiatives, often concentrating on topics such as demography, poverty, and health care to highlight problems and 
attract financial support (Ghosh, 2019). The depiction of developments in such documentaries typically fits the sponsoring 
agency's interests and narrative, highlighting particular themes and viewpoints to support their efforts. 

The development of technology and digital media has had a major impact on the depiction of progress in documentary 
cinema (Li, 2022). The incorporation of digital tools has given rise to immersive films characterized by a new performance style 
that requires elements such as exaggeration, romanticism and stylized presentation in documentary production(Ramazanova & 
Abikeyeva, 2022). In addition, the emergence of digital globalization has revolutionized conventional documentary genres, 
resulting in the creation of innovative documentary works that combine artistic creativity with factual content, leading to the 
emergence of new formats such as animation-documentaries and virtual reality (VR) cinema (Kusuma & Patidar, 2022). 
Additionally, interactive documentary filmmaking has emerged as an interactive mechanism for social transformation, leveraging 
technological advances to engage viewers in communication strategies aimed at driving social progress (Ramazanova & 
Abikeyeva, 2022). This transformation marks a transition towards more engaging and interactive methods for depicting advances 
in documentary filmmaking, shaped by the capabilities of the digital age and audience preferences. 

The depiction of development in documentary films has significant implications for increasing public awareness and 
involvement in development-related matters (Borum Chattoo & Feldman, 2019). Academic studies underscore the influence of 
storytelling in captivating audiences about global poverty, showing that nonfiction comedic narratives can produce increased 
awareness, knowledge, and desired action in contrast to somber documentary productions, ultimately influencing public 
engagement (Patnaik, 2019). In addition, the importance of television representation in development discussions explains how the 
media shapes narratives about development efforts, shapes perceptions of progress and identity, and influences public sentiment 
and support (Krauss, 2019). Additionally, the attention paid to sustainable cocoa cultivation projects illuminates how inaccurate 
depictions can divert attention from fundamental issues, perpetuate power imbalances, and reduce the impetus for substantial 
change, thereby affecting the efficacy of development efforts (Borum Chattoo & Feldman, 2019) . This conclusion highlights the 
critical nature of thorough and precise depictions in documentary cinema to promote well-informed public engagement with 
Development issues. 

II. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This research uses a qualitative approach to explore the representation of development in documentary films. A qualitative 
approach was chosen because it is able to provide an in-depth understanding of the complexity and context of these 
representations in the visual and narrative context of documentary films. 

III. DISCUSSION 

Studying the depiction of development in documentary films is very important because pen its impact on audiences and its 
potential to instigate social transformation. The anthropological realm has embraced new approaches, such as animated and 
interactive documentaries, to explore contemporary ethnographic representations. Documentaries have the ability to evoke 
emotions and influence the viewer's perspective, underscoring the need to understand their influence and effect on viewers. 
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Serving as a means to highlight pressing matters in developing countries, documentaries provoke awareness and rally support for 
social causes, underscoring the importance of examining how these films shape discussions and viewpoints on development. 
Through examining depictions of development in documentary films, valuable insights can be gained into how these visual 
narratives shape individual attitudes, policies and initiatives regarding development challenges. 

Media, particularly documentaries, play an important role in shaping public perceptions of developments through narrative 
framing and influence on attitudes. Research emphasizes that the media often concentrates on familiar stories related to aid and 
geopolitical agendas, portraying development aid as a materialistic form of aid justified as a means of “doing good,” while 
neglecting to examine and question dysfunctional aid systems. Television, as a powerful medium, constructs narratives and 
visuals that influence how development is perceived, often leading to polarization between supporters and critics of development 
initiatives. Additionally, media framing in news reports and NGO advertising significantly influences public perceptions of global 
poverty, underscoring themes of victimization and lack of progress in poverty alleviation efforts. As a result, documentaries and 
media depictions exert a major influence on how society views development efforts and global poverty, underscoring the need for 
critical examination and diverse viewpoints to form a more informed public opinion. 

Documentary films play an important role in either supporting or evaluating current development policies through the 
presentation of visually and aurally connected socio-political matters, often ignored by mainstream media, to garner public and 
government attention and inspire societal transformation. These cinematic productions function as instigators of public 
engagement and discourse, encouraging policymakers to engage in conversation and potentially impact the policymaking process. 
Additionally, documentary makers use engaging and thought-provoking narratives to not only raise awareness but also direct 
more resources to pressing issues such as population dynamics, poverty alleviation, public health, gender equality, and social 
activism, consequently influencing the distribution of resources power and policy emphasis. With their capacity to highlight 
complex subjects and exchange points of view, documentaries play a role in shaping public sentiment and understanding, making 
them powerful instruments for supporting and criticizing current development policies. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Representations of development in documentary films often depict social, economic, and political transformations through 
complex visual storytelling. These cinematic works can highlight various aspects such as infrastructure initiatives, environmental 
changes, or socio-cultural transformations occurring at both local and national levels. Using documentary methods such as 
interviews, historical recordings, and glimpses of daily life serves to explain the intricacies and impacts of the development 
journey. Additionally, documentaries may also examine or challenge the adverse impacts of development, including issues such 
as social injustice, environmental degradation, or other social problems that are often marginalized in mainstream discourse on 
development. 
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